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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: THE NEEDS
BEFORE US
Welcome to the 45th Academy of LDS Dentists annual
conference! We are confident you will enjoy the Education,
Fellowship and Service opportunities of this conference.
Please allow me to share from the examples and teachings of
three leaders:
Collette Barr, AP, RDH
During the 44th Academy of LDS Dentists Conference I was
introduced to Collette Barr, AP, RDH. I was impressed by
Collette, who was one of our Distinguished Service Award
Recipients. Collette had served multiple dental mission trips
to Peru, Guatemala, and Mexico. After those experiences she realized there was also a great need for dental care in the United
States for refugees who have no access to preventative care. This led her to create Arizona Healthcare Outreach, a dental clinic
located in an existing refugee center in Glendale, Arizona. This organization began operation in 2018 and provides dental care
for underserved populations.
Unnamed Stake Relief Society President
Collette’s experience reminded me of a story told by Sister Linda K. Burton of a stake Relief Society president who, working
with others, collected quilts for people in need during the 1990s. “She and her daughter drove a truck filled with those quilts
from London to Kosovo. On her journey home she received an unmistakable spiritual impression that sank deep into her
heart. The impression was this: ‘What you have done is a very good thing. Now go home, walk across the street, and serve
your neighbor!’”
Sister Bonnie L. Oscarson, former General Young Women’s President
In her conference talk “The Needs Before Us”, Sister Bonnie Oscarson taught:
In addition to serving your family and your ward members, look for opportunities to serve in your neighborhood and community.
While at times we are called upon to help after a major disaster, on a day-to-day basis we are encouraged to look for opportunities
in our own areas to lift and help those in need. I was recently instructed by an Area President, serving in a country which has
many temporal challenges, that the best way to help those in need in other parts of the world is to pay a generous fast offering,
contribute to the Church’s Humanitarian Aid Fund, and look for ways to serve
those in your own community wherever you live. Just imagine how the world
2021-2022 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
would be blessed if everyone followed this counsel! Brothers and sisters… as you
David Chamberlain, President
strive to become more like the Savior Jesus Christ and live your covenants, you
Terry Ferrell, Vice President
will continue to be blessed with desires to relieve suffering and to help those who
Kathy Young, Secretary
are less fortunate. Remember that some of the greatest needs may be those right
Richard L. Call, Past President
in front of you.
Gordon J. Christensen, Founder
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In each of my above cited examples, serving internationally opened a vision for the needs before them in their homes,
neighborhoods, and communities. This is a major part of the Academy of LDS Dentists. As we gather for this 45 th
annual conference we will engage in the mission and purposes of the Academy: Education, Fellowship, and Service.
Doing so is designed to open opportunities to lift and bless others.
Education—dental professionals will be well taught by leaders in the dental community while our spouses will be taught
from leaders from other fields that balance our homes and communities.
Fellowship—Traveling from Washington State, I personally love my time to visit with and reconnect with friends and
colleagues from across the country. As a group, or groups, we can share and coordinate a vision for our practices as well
as efforts in our communities.
Service—To whom much is given much is required. As dental professionals we have been given and developed unique
skills and talents which have enriched us in many ways. Do you also feel as I do, a strong desire to use my time, talents,
and resources to serve others?
At this conference we will discover ideas for local and international
service opportunities. So come and learn, reconnect, and get ready
to serve!
Warmly,

David Chamberlain

David Chamberlain, DDS
President, Academy of LDS Dentists		
2021 - 2022 Academy President
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WELCOMING OUR NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Dr. Michael Tornow

Highland, Utah is home. Mike teaches classes on dental
case acceptance and also has started a video story business
called MyLegacy123 and loves family history. He loves his
Peloton bike and coin collecting.

Dr Turnow has joined the
executive committee as the
Membership Chair.

He volunteers in the Mt. Timpanogos temple on Friday
mornings and is a collaborator with dental mission trips
with Global Dental Partners.

Dr. Michael Tornow is a Utah
born dentist raised in Southern
California.
He graduated
from Oregon Health Sciences
University in 2001.
After
completing a tour of duty in the U.S. Air Force he practiced
dentistry in Farmington, New Mexico from 2004-2019.

Dentistry is still a passion that he loves. It’s been a marvelous
profession. He is very happy to help with the Academy of
LDS Dentists as the new Membership committee member.
He would love to see all LDS Dentists become members of
this great organization, dedicated to education, service and
camaraderie.

He is married to Ivy Fairchild. They have four children, a
son-in-law and one grandson, Theodore.
Mike practices part time, doing work with sleep apnea
dentistry back in Farmington, NM.
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ANNOUNCING OUR 45TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022
CONFERENCE SEASON!
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven:
“A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck up that which is planted; …I know that there
is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good
in his life. “A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to
mourn, and a time to dance; …
“… for there is a time … for every purpose and for every
work” (Eccl. 3:1–2, 4, 12, 17).
These classic verses from Ecclesiastes describe well the
cycle of my years. For example, July 4th always requires
parades, grilled burgers and Tabernacle Choir patriotic
music. December 20th always creates a sense of foreboding
that I may have forgotten to find a gift for my wife—time
to fit some shopping in. Camping time is in June and July.
Spring always reminds me it is time to sign up for the
Academy of LDS Dentists conference!
I LOVE our conference!
Over the course of my career I have had the opportunity
to enjoy dental conferences all over the country—from
California to Florida, from Washington to Massachusetts,
from Arizona to Georgia, from Hawaii to Utah. After
attending so many dental conferences, where is my favorite

conference? It is the Academy of LDS Dentists conference!

I love our application of learning by study and faith, our community of fellowship, and our focus on service. I love seeing
friendly faces I recognize from past years. I love the spirit of the entire conference, and the Spirit of the devotional. I love
that the BYU bookstore is a short drive away, allowing me to stock up on t-shirts and chocolate to bring home for the
“kids”.
I have already signed up for our conference. Have you? It is time. I look forward to seeing you in August!

Online Conference Registration Available NOW at:

AcademyofLDSDentists.com
We have planned amazing presenters, food and activities. We look forward to having you join us! Please
contact us if you have any concerns regarding registration. The dental conference is scheduled on August
12-13, 2022, and we are excited to have you join us! As always, our 45th annual conference promises to be a
weekend you won’t want to miss!
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CLINICIANS – 2022
Gordon J. Christensen,
DDS, MSD, PhD

dental restoratives research. Throughout her career,
Dr. Christensen’s work has been characterized by her
development of practice-based controlled clinical protocols
which monitor treatments and outcomes as they occur in
actual clinical dental offices.

Gordon J. Christensen, DDS,
MSD, PhD, Founder of the
Academy of LDS Dentists, is
Founder and Chief Executive
Officer of Practical Clinical
Courses
(PCC),
Chief
Executive Officer of Clinicians
Report Foundation (CR), and a Practicing Prosthodontist
in Provo, Utah. Gordon and Dr. Rella Christensen are cofounders of the non-profit Clinicians Report Foundation
(previously named CRA). Since 1976, they have conducted
research in all areas of dentistry and published the findings
to the profession in the well-known CRA Newsletter now
called Clinicians Report.

Dr. Christensen received a Bachelor of Science in Dental
Hygiene from the University of Southern California School
of Dentistry and practiced dental hygiene for 25 years. She
worked as a laboratory technician fabricating cast gold
and ceramic restorations. She founded and directed the
expanded function dental hygiene program at the University
of Colorado School of Dentistry, and later earned a PhD in
physiology with emphasis on microbiology from Brigham
Young University followed by post graduate training at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University under the
W.E.C. Moore team, who are noted pioneers in anaerobic
microbiology.

Early in his career, Gordon helped initiate the University of
Kentucky and University of Colorado dental schools and
taught at the University of Washington. Gordon has
presented over 45,000 hours of continuing education globally,
made hundreds of educational videos used throughout the
world, and published widely. He is a member of
numerous professional organizations.

Throughout her career Dr. Christensen has taught at the
undergraduate and post-graduate levels, authored many
research abstracts and reports, and received numerous
honors. In 2001 she was selected the Distinguished Alumnus
of Brigham Young University’s School of Life Sciences.
In 2002 she received an Honorary Doctorate from Utah
Valley University. In 2011, she was named one of Dental
Products Report “Top 25 Women in Dentistry” and one of
the “30 Leaders in Dentistry” by Takacs Learning Center.
In 2012, she was named “Most Influential Researcher” by
Dr. Bicuspid. In 2020, she was named Benco’s Lucy Hobbs
Award “Industry Icon” and in 2021 she received an Honorary
Alumni from University of Utah and received an Honorary
Fellowship from the American College of Dentists. For over
20 years she has been selected as a Leader in CE by Dentistry
Today.

Techniques and Products the Top Dentists of Today
Can’t Live Without - 2022
Lunch and Learn for Students and New Dentists
August 12, 2021 (Friday)
11:40 am – 12:50 pm (70 Minutes)
This presentation is oriented toward the new products and
concepts in dentistry that are competing for your purchase
and use. Which ones are actually faster, easier, better, and
less expensive than the ones you are now using? Should
you use them or are you better staying with what you are
now using? Audience participation and questions will be
encouraged throughout the program.

As a non-dentist, she was selected for honorary memberships
in the American and International Colleges of Dentists,
American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry, and Academy of
General Dentistry. She has been a member and contributor
to the American and International Associations for Dental
Research for over 40 years.

Rella Christensen, PhD
Currently Rella Christensen,
PhD leads TRAC Research. It is
part of the non-profit educational
Clinicians Report Foundation,
formerly called CRA, which she
co-founded and directed for 27
years. TRAC Research has been
devoted to oral microbiology,
minimally invasive dentistry, and

(Morning)
Zirconia – What Clinicians Need To Know in 2022
Are your zirconia crowns all you hoped for? What happens
clinically over time to zirconia restorations? Can you expect
the same results from any zirconia your lab chooses to mill?
Do all the zirconia brands meet their marketing claims?
Answers to these questions are critical to clinicians trying to
help patients make informed choices.
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Some questions needing answers include:

Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, Scotland.
(Morning) August 13th 40 minutes
Aging Myths Busted

• How does adding components to increase
translucence and color to zirconia affect clinical
performance?

Myths about aging abound in the media and even creep into
the dental scientific literature. If these misconceptions are
held by the dental team, mistakes in diagnosis and treatment
can easily occur. Join Dr. Huffines for an entertaining and
informative myth-busting exploration of how the teeth and
oral tissues really change as we age. Learn which changes
can be prevented, postponed, or treated and which changes
are inevitable. Gain expertise in taking these concepts and
applying them to every part of your clinical practice to help
your older patients.

• Does it make a clinical difference if the zirconia is
polished or glazed?
• Does the country of zirconia disk origin make a
clinical difference?
• Should you know the additives and zirconia brand
name your lab uses for each of your restorations?
• Why are clinicians experiencing retention loss
(debonding) of zirconia restorations?

(Afternoon) August 13th 1 hour 50 minutes
(2 identical sessions)
Clinical Pearls for Treating Older Patients

Visual data illustrating answers to these and other questions
will be shown.
(Afternoon)
‒ NEW IDEAS ‒ that improve zirconia restorations &
introduce direct placement restoratives that support
& protect the tooth after caries & excavation.

Providing quality dental care for older patients can be very
rewarding but also very challenging due to an array of
complex dental and medical conditions that become more
common as we age. For example, root caries is now a common
and often frustrating clinical problem requiring
unique preventive and restorative techniques. Medication use
is more common as we age causing a variety of problems such
as xerostomia, poor hemostasis, and gingival overgrowth.

Learn how to optimize what zirconia can deliver. Learn about
direct placement dental restoratives that go beyond restoring
form, function, and esthetics to actually support and protect
the injured tooth against further damage. We are working
with new materials and techniques that can therapeutically
treat a tooth injured by dental caries and excavation trauma
by killing microbes and delivering ions to act as therapeutic
agents. These techniques and products will be shown.

Visual and/or hearing impairments can lead to
misunderstandings between the patient and the dental team.
Medical conditions such as stroke, cardiovascular disease,
Parkinson’s, and Alzheimers, to name a few, require alteration
in normal dental treatment to assure a successful outcome.
Although most seniors are no longer edentulous, there is still
a tremendous need for esthetic and functional conventional
and implant supported prostheses. In this entertaining and
informative presentation, solutions to common everyday
problems that arise with older patients are clearly explained
to give you increased confidence when treating seniors.

Randy F. Huffines, DDS
For over 35 years, Dr. Randy
Huffines has treated older and
medically complex adults in a
traditional private practice, nursing
homes, and hospitals. He left
practice for 2 years in 1988 to
complete a two-year clinical
Fellowship in Geriatric Dentistry.
Randy is a frequent speaker at national conferences including
over 20 presentations to the American Dental Association’s
Annual Session. He has had faculty appointments in colleges
of dentistry, medicine, nursing, and allied health. He has been
on the editorial Board of 2 major dental drug references.
In 2004, Randy was appointed to the ADA’s Elder Care
Task Force. Randy received the 2021 Award for Excellence
in Geriatric Dentistry from the Special Care Dentistry
Association. Dr. Huffines is a Past President and a Fellow of
the American Society for Geriatric Dentistry, Fellow of the
American Association of Hospital Dentists, Diplomate of the
American Board Special Care Dentistry, and Fellow of the

Richard Madow, DDS
In 1989, Dr. Richard Madow
along with his brother Dr. David
Madow, founded The Madow
Center For Dental Practice
Success with the goal of helping
their fellow dentists achieve
success and happiness in their
practices. Having been named
a “Leader In Dental Consulting” by Dentistry Today for
many years running, his publications, articles and blogs are
some of the most popular in the dental profession and have
reached over 100,000 practices across the world!
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simple, and in most cases free ways to make your patients
say.... “Wow! I’ve never been to a practice like that before!”

Known for his hilarious and spontaneous style, Rich has
lectured to standing room only crowds in practically every
major city in The United States and Canada, teaching dentists
and team members how to enjoy their careers, supercharge
their practices, define and create their own personal success,
increase profitability, and have more fun than ever before.
For more information please check out www.madow.com

We’ll learn things like: How to use “The Power of Reciprocity”
to increase patient referrals! Why “The Blue Sheet” will have
people saying great things about your
Practice! The absolute BEST thing to do after treatment.
It takes thirty seconds and will blow your patients away!
“Say this, not that” - the easiest way to get patients excited
about treatment! Add this simple “trick” to your exam and
watch treatment acceptance soar! Nine easy ways to make a
patient’s first visit drip with awesomeness!

On a personal level, Rich is a life-long and award-winning
musician, having performed in many venues across North
America. His music can be found on Spotify, Apple Music,
and all of the regular streaming sites. Among his other
achievements, Rich’s book “Is Your Frog Boiling” was an
amazon.com bestseller, and he has traveled to 56 countries.

The biggest mistakes dentists make with their websites, how
to fix them, and much more! If you are finally ready for more
patient loyalty, more referrals, more trust, more income, and
more fun – don’t miss this course!

Morning (short) course
“Love Dentistry, Have Fun, and Prosper!”
In Love Dentistry, Have Fun, and Prosper, Dr. Richard
Madow uses stories, comedy, and even live music to illustrate
the triumphs and frustrations that all dentists and team
members experience daily, while offering solutions to make
dentistry more enjoyable for all.

Jamison R. Spencer,
DMD, MS
Dr. Jamison Spencer is the director
of Dental Sleep Medicine for the
Center for Sleep Apnea and TMJ,
in Boise Idaho and Salt Lake City
Utah. Dr. Spencer has personally
treated thousands of patients with
sleep apnea and TMJ problems,
and now focuses on helping dentists help their patients with
such problems.

Laughing and learning together promotes teamwork and
accomplishment, and Dr. Rich is prepared to teach and
entertain attendees in a way they’ve never experienced at a
dental event! Come and learn how to identify and unravel
the frustrations and pitfalls that can prevent doctors and
team members from performing at the highest possible level.
Plus, Dr. Rich will reveal the two factors that are essential to
enjoying dentistry and creating a positive patient experience.
It’s time to “Love Dentistry, Have Fun, and Prosper!”

Dr. Spencer is the Past-President of the American
Academy of Craniofacial Pain (AACP), a Diplomate of the
American Board of Craniofacial Pain, a Diplomate of the
American Board of Dental Sleep Medicine, a Diplomate
of the American Board of Craniofacial Dental Sleep
Medicine and has a Masters in Craniofacial Pain from Tufts
University. He taught head and neck anatomy at Boise State
University, and is adjunct faculty at the University of the
Pacific School of Dentistry. Dr. Spencer has been invited to
give lectures on TMD, Dental Sleep Medicine and head and
neck anatomy throughout the United States at every major
dental meeting, Canada, Central and South America, the
Caribbean, Australia, Europe and India. Dr. Spencer created
Spencer Study Club, an online education, mentoring and
implementation program to help dentists and their teams
help more of their patients with sleep apnea and TMJ
disorders. Dr. Spencer now lives in Pleasant View, Utah
with his wife of 30 years, Jennifer, and their 2 children of 6
who are still at home. Dr. Spencer enjoys outdoor activities
including running, skiing, water skiing and mountain biking,
and can still out ski all of his children and would have been
at the Boston marathon in 2020 had it not been canceled.

Afternoon (long) course
Ten Simple Ways to Create an Incredibly Memorable
Patient Experience!
What makes one dental practice stand out above the others?
What makes a practice have incredible patient loyalty and
get tons of referrals? What makes a dentist have
higher treatment plan acceptance and more profits?
Unfortunately it has nothing to do with your fees, the quality
of the materials you use, your crown margins, or even owning
the latest high-tech gadgetry. It’s been shown time and time
again that the top practices are the ones that know how to
provide an incredible patient experience.
Believe it or not, there are some very simple things that you
can do right now to produce an incredible experience in
YOUR practice - things that can be done by just about any
dentist in just about any town! In this brand-new course “Ten Simple Ways to Create an Incredibly Memorable
Patient Experience!” - you will learn at least ten fantastic,
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(Morning)
“Parafunction” or “Protective Function?”

Kevin R. Suzuki, DMD
Dr. Kevin R. Suzuki graduated with
his D.M.D. from Nova Southeastern
University, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.
He completed his residency in
Periodontics and Oral Implantology
and Masters of Science at Temple
University, Philadelphia, PA.

For decades we have blamed grinding and clenching of
the teeth on 1. Stress and 2. Malocclusion. While certainly
emotional stress and occlusal factors can play a role in
the etiology of bruxism, it is becoming clear that in many
patients, obstructive airway issues are a major driving
factor. In this interactive presentation Dr. Spencer takes the
audience on an evidence-based journey, and makes a strong
case that the so called ‘parafunction’ that wreaks havoc on
our patient’s teeth and our best restorations may actually
be ‘protective’ in nature. This understanding may help with
the diagnosis and actual treatment of the true underlying
etiology of bruxism.

Dr. Suzuki is a graduate of the Misch
International Implant Institute where he also served as a
lecturer, laboratory, and clinical instructor. He also lectures
and serves as a clinical instructor for Practical Clinical
Courses (Provo, UT) and The Institute of Dental
Advancement (Dallas, TX). Dr. Suzuki holds faculty
positions at Temple University Graduate Periodontics
and University of Washington School of Dentistry. He is
currently in private practice of Periodontics in Seattle, WA.

Learning Objectives:
1. Review the literature regarding possible connections
between bruxism and obstructive sleep apnea.

Dr. Suzuki is a Diplomate of the American Board of
Periodontology and International Congress of Oral
Implantologists. He is past president of the Washington State
Society of Periodontists and Washington representative of
the Western Society of Periodontology.

2. Discuss use of night guards and oral appliances
for sleep apnea and their effects on bruxism muscle
activity.
3. How to screen your patients for possible sleep
apnea related bruxism, and when to refer for a sleep
evaluation.

Dr. Suzuki is a member of the Omicron Kappa Upsilon,
American College of Dentists, and International College
of Dentists Honor societies. He is an Eagle Scout with the
Boy Scouts of America. Dr. Suzuki has lectured for the
American Dental Association Annual Meetings since 2015.

(Afternoon)
“Obstructive Sleep Apnea: Looking beyond the teeth
and saving lives!”
Dentists are uniquely positioned among healthcare providers
to easily evaluate for signs of obstructive sleep apnea. Oral
appliance therapy performed by a qualified dentist can also be
an effective treatment, literally saving lives. In this lecture Dr.
Spencer will review the basics of normal sleep, snoring and
obstructive sleep apnea in adults and children. You will most
likely be thinking that YOU and everyone you know must
have sleep apnea before he is through! Don’t worry though,
he will also cover diagnosis and treatment of obstructive sleep
apnea, including the dentist’s role. If you or someone close
to you may have sleep apnea (like your patients) you owe it to
yourself and them to take this course and potentially change,
or literally save, their lives.

40 min small group AM session: Current Trends in
Periodontal Therapies.
-This presentation will provide an introductory discussion
of current treatment modalities to address common issues in
the field of Periodontology to include: surgical resective and
regenerative techniques, medical considerations, innovative
laser therapies, and implant failures.
1hr 50 min large group 2 sessions: Diagnosis,
Management, and Preventive Maintenance of
Periodontal Diseases and Oral Implant Disease
Defects.
-This presentation will focus on in-depth information and
clinical cases of treatments of periodontal disease, issues
with oral implantology, and treating implant diseases and
failures through literature and clinical documented cases.

Learning objectives:
1. Understand normal sleep and how to improve sleep.
2. Understand how obstructive sleep apnea affects
adults and children.
3. Become familiar with the dental aspects of screening
for OSA.

Online Conference Registration Available NOW at:

4. Understand possible problems and side effects of
oral appliance therapy.

A c a demyo f LD SD entis t s. c om
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(Morning)
“Mama said there would be days like this”
This is the 2022 course that will review ulcerative disease,
emphasizing lichen planus, chronic ulcerative stomatitis,
aphthous stomatitis and oral cancer. Get ready to laugh,
learn and make a difference in the life of your patients.

John A. Svirsky, DDS
Dr. John Svirsky is a board certified
oral and maxillofacial pathologist at
Virginia Commonwealth University
(VCU) in Richmond, Virginia.
Dr. Svirsky has developed a broad
background in research, published
numerous articles in the dental
literature, and earned a master’s
degree in adult education. He is a sought-after speaker
with an international reputation as an informative and
entertaining lecturer.

1. Demonstrate a logical approach to the diagnosis of
oral lesions.
2. Integrate therapeutic regimens used to treat
aphthous ulcerations, and lichen planus.
3. Recognize good from bad.
(Afternoon)
“A Patient Can Have as Many Diseases as They
Pleases”

Dr. Svirsky is an honorary member of the Thomas P.
Hinman Dental Society and the American Academy of
Oral Medicine. Other honors and awards include a
Presidential Citation from the American Dental Association
for significant contributions to the health of the public and
the profession of dentistry; William J. Gies Award from
the Greater New York Dental Meeting for contributions to
oral health; Outstanding Faculty Award from the American
College of Dentists; Gordon J. Christensen Lecture
Recognition Award from the Chicago Dental Society;
Outstanding Alumnus Award from the Alumni Association
of Virginia Commonwealth University and the Distinguished
Service Award from the Dawson Academy for advancement
of the Dental Profession through Research, Publication
and Education. In 2019 Dr. Svirsky was awarded the
Distinguished Career Professorship from VCU and in
February 2020 Professor Emeritus from VCU.

45

This new interactive course for 2022 will present a potpourri
of interesting cases seen by me or emailed to me over the
past few years. In this course participants learn how to
describe a lesion, develop a differential diagnosis and treat
the condition. I will show how I approach cases and arrive at
a diagnosis. The audience of course will help me to diagnose
them as I play the patient. Some unusual “things” might
pop up! A good time is to be had by all.
Objectives:
1. Develop a logical approach to the diagnosis of oral lesions.
2. Learn to describe and develop a differential diagnosis of
various clinical cases.
3. Learn to treat selected oral diseases and distinguish “good
from bad”.

TH

August 12-13, 2022
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INTRODUCING THE 45TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE BANQUET
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Elder Lynn Robbins
Elder Lynn G. Robbins was sustained as a General Authority Seventy
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on April 5, 1997.
Most recently he has been serving as chairman of the JustServe Steering
Committee and is a member of the JustServe National Advisory Council
and JustServe Advisory Committee. He has also served as priesthood
adviser of the Welfare and Self-Reliance Services Department, Assistant
Executive Director of the Correlation Department, and a member of the
Area Committee. Elder Robbins served as a member of the Presidency
of the Seventy from April 5, 2014, to July 31, 2018. He previously served
as President of the North America Southwest Area and supervised
the North America Southeast and Southwest Areas. He has served
as President of the
South America South,
Central America, and
North America West
Areas. He has also
served in the North
America Central Area. His callings during his numerous years of
Church service also include full-time missionary in the Argentina
North Mission and president of the Uruguay Montevideo Mission
(1994–1997).
He received a bachelor of arts degree in Spanish and political
science from Utah State University. In 1977 he received an MBA in
world business from the American Graduate School of International
Management. In his professional career, Elder Robbins was one
of the founders of Franklin Quest. He concluded his career there
when he was called to preside over the Uruguay Montevideo Mission
in 1994. Lynn Grant Robbins was born in Springville, Utah, on
October 27, 1952. He married Jan Nielson in June 1974. They are
the parents of seven children.

Examiner
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Music Performance:

Eve Robbins

Singing is like breathing for Eve Robbins. And like breathing, it seems she never stops singing!
(Her siblings can attest to that) She never tires of anything related to music. Eve has been in many
musicals, including Mulan, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Little Women, Anything Goes and
Pirates of Penzance to name a few.
She sings in the school choir, The Utah Youth Singers, and The Hale Center Children’s Choir. Eve
takes voice and piano lessons, and has recently added to the madness by learning to play the viola.
She diligently practices and refines her performance pieces for hours. As the third of five children,
Eve is the “middle child” who gets along with everyone. She is optimistic, patient and kind. When not singing, she enjoys
art, being goofy, and playing with her dog Felix.
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SPOUSE PROGRAM THEME:
“ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE” EPHESIANS 3:17
Anthony Sweat
Anthony Sweat is an Associate
Professor of
Church History
and Doctrine at Brigham Young
University. He received his bachelor’s
degree in painting and drawing
and his Ph.D. in curriculum and
instruction. He is the author of
several articles and books dealing
with the teachings and history of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. His most recent book is Repicturing the
Restoration. Anthony is a regular speaker at Latter-day Saint
events and conferences. As a practicing artist his paintings
center on religious themes, including underrepresented
events in Church history. He and his wife, Cindy, are the
parents of seven children.
“Whom Say Ye That I Look Like?”
How to Leverage the Power of Art in Understanding
Church History and Doctrine Description: Picture Jesus
in your mind. What does he look like? Where did you get
that mental image from? Now, picture Joseph Smith in the
First Vision. Historical records suggest it may have looked
a little different than many assume. Artistic depictions
often influence our understanding of scriptural events, even
unconsciously. As a painter and scholar of Latter-day Saint
Church history and doctrine, in this presentation Anthony
Sweat explores some of the reasons why LDS artistic images
are important to our faith, and ways to help better leverage
art’s purposes and powers in deepening our worship.

David Butler
“Who He will always be”
David Butler’s greatest love is people.
He had adopted as a life motto: “Stuff
no mattah, people mattah.” His
favorite people are his wife, Jenny,
and their six darling children. Some
of his other loves include good food,
spontaneous adventures, Christmas
morning, and the sea. David cohosts the popular YouTube
scripture study channel Don’t Miss This with Emily Belle
Freeman and is the author of many religious books. You can
follow him on Instagram @mrdavebutler

Holly Porter
“Happy Trails”
In August 2013, Holly was on a trail
ride with her visually impaired fatherin-law when suddenly Holly’s fatherin-law found himself and his horse
stepping backward off an eight-foot
canal ledge. In an attempt to save her
father-in-law from harm’s way, Holly’s
chest was completely crushed by the horse he was riding, as
the horse attempted to stay on his feet in the slick and muddy
conditions. Holly was life-flighted to the hospital where she
spent 3 weeks on life-support. Every rib in her chest was
broken, the majority of her ribs had multiple fractures, both
of her lungs were punctured, the right lung was punctured
twice, both her clavicles and her sternum had severe fractures.
She underwent several surgeries and an intense therapy
regimen.
Holly’s family was told to plan on about 3 months for her
recovery and hospital stay. She defied the odds as she was
released from the hospital just 5 weeks after the accident.
Almost 3 years to the date, in August 2016, Holly received a
terrifying phone call from her oldest son reporting that their
home was burning to the ground. Holly returned home to
find everyone had made it out of the fully engulfed home
safely. She describes the fire and losing everything; except
the clothes on her and her family’s backs, a nightmare she
couldn’t wake up from. Two months after the fire Holly was
diagnosed with a bone infection that has no cure. Her Dr. said
she will have to fight flare-ups from this infection for the rest
of her life.
Holly loves the Lord with her whole heart. She has faced
these trials and many other hardships with this great love for
God and the Savior in her heart. Keeping this love in the
forefront at all times helps her find the faith, strength, courage,
endurance, righteous desires, a positive attitude(eventually),
and most importantly ongoing communication with Heavenly
Father, through all the ups and downs and good times and bad
times. The love she feels from her Heavenly Father in return
is the driving force that has helped Holly take one more step,
one more breath, say one more prayer and help her endure
this ride we call life and find the Happy Trails Ahead.

Online Conference Registration Available
NOW at: AcademyofLDSDentists.com
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Finding Hope in Your Journey

Jim Jacobs

How can we find HOPE in our own journey? There are five
key points which will help you position your heart to see, hear,
and feel that glimmer of hope that God so desperately wants
you to recognize in the midst of the struggle. Recognizing
that hope will strengthen your relationship with the Savior,
give you confidence in your ability to do hard things, and
provide a sense of peace in knowing you are never alone.

Jim R. Jacobs, LCSW, CDWF, is
an author, professional speaker,
counselor, and coach. He is the author
of Driving Lessons for Life: Thoughts
on Navigating Your Road to Personal
Growth and Driving Lessons for
Life 2: On the Road Again to Better
Living, Loving, and Leading. He
writes more of his driving lessons for life in his column as
a featured contributor for the internationally syndicated Biz
Catalyst 360.

Firmly Founded
(Joey Mascio / Ben Pugh)
Joey Mascio and Ben Pugh run the
Firmly Founded Coaching Group, an
organization that specializes in helping
teens and their parents develop mental
and emotional resilience to help them
both through the teenage years.

Jim is a certified Daring Way facilitator presenting the lifechanging works of Dr. Brené Brown to individuals, couples,
families, and groups. Jim loves to help people dare mighty
things, rise strong, and live more authentic (and less perfect),
wholehearted lives. Jim and his sweetheart have 6 daughters,
3 sons, and 1 granddaughter. They enjoy their modest home
near Boulder, Colorado.

Joey has been a middle school teacher
and counselor as well as a stage performer where his biggest
claim to fame is being an actor at Disneyland where he is the
only actor in Disney history to have played both Darth Maul
and the Mad Hatter.

“No More Best” by Jim R Jacobs, LCSW, CDWF.
Let’s learn together about living and leading more
wholehearted, less perfect, and more brave lives. Come
discover what we are getting wrong about combating
perfectionism and learn how to better measure and live your
life! Practical ideas, thought-provoking challenges, and useful
information to accept yourself, better live your life, and better

Ben was a high school principal,
teacher, and a foster parent for many
years. Ben’s biggest claim to fame is
accidentally lighting a school bus on
fire when he was a kid. They both live
in Utah and have 4 kids each.

lead your family and others to happier living. Let’s learn to be
more brave, accept our awkwardness, and show up with more
of our imperfect and beautiful selves!

“Powerfully Connect with Your
Teen Right Where They Are”
(spouse)

Heidi Tucker

One of the biggest mistakes parents make when it comes to
building relationships with their teens is trying to change, fix,
or control their teen rather than connecting with them right
where they are. This leads to power struggles and conflict.
Learn how to connect with your teen right where they are so
you can have a more powerful relationship with them.

Heidi Tucker is an award-winning
author and speaker. She has won
multiple “best inspirational” awards
for her books which include Bridge
of Miracles, The Secret Keepers,
Finding Hope in theJourney, and
Servie’s Song. Her passion for writing
and speaking about light and hope
has inspired thousands. Heidi is known as a great storyteller
who believes that every story not only teaches an important
principle, but can make you feel it. She has inspired many
to rise up, cling to their faith and position their hearts to
recognize God’s hand in their life.
When Heidi isn’t writing her next book or speaking at a
conference, you’ll find her spending time outdoors with her
husband, four grown children and eleven grandchildren. She
loves sunflowers, hiking and ice cream … not necessarily in
that order.
11
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Kelly Thompson

Merrilee Boyack

Kelly Thompson is a recovering
drug addict and alcoholic who spent
three decades battling the disease
of addiction. Plagued by the effects
of mental illness and addiction,
she eventually descended into
homelessness and prostitution.

Merrilee Boyack loves life and loves
every season of life--especially this
one! She enjoys hanging out with her
hubby, four sons, two daughters-in-law
and two grandchildren and discussing
politics.
She is an estate-planning attorney
preparing trust, wills and powers of
attorney. Merrilee is also a professional lecturer and speaks all
over the country, featured for many years at BYU Education
Week and Time Out for Women, and a published author. She
loves to travel and meet people all over the world. Her perfect
day is camping in a tent, reading a good book, taking a perfect
hike, and eating FREE food. Her current passion is serving
as Chairman of Abortion-Free Utah Coalition to eradicate
elective abortion in Utah. She also serves as Development
Director for Pro-Life Utah. Merrilee also has created the
Empowered Families Coalition of pro-family organizations
in Utah to support family and traditional values.

In 2016, after finding faith in Jesus
Christ and entering twelve-step recovery, Kelly’s life of
tragedy and despair transformed into one that overflowed
with purpose and hope.
Kelly is a published author, public speaker, podcast co-host,
and social media influencer. She has dedicated her life to
sharing the reality of hope with those who continue to suffer
from the devastating impact of addiction.
“The Power in Knowing Who You Really Are”
My life changed forever when I came to understand that I
was a loved child of God. The world had given me dozens
of labels, some good, some not so good, but ultimately it was
embracing my most important identity as a beloved daughter
of God that held the power to alter my life course forever.

She is a passionate community activist working to protect
unborn babies, families, and traditional values. She is the
author of several books and talks, including The Parenting
Breakthrough, Strangling Your Husband Is Not an Option;
In Trying Times, Just Keep Trying, and her most recent, The
Star Leads Us to Him. Merrilee and her husband, Steve,
reside in Lehi, Utah.

We can so easily become trapped by false identity. I would
love to use my story to help illustrate this powerful concept
and to inspire those in attendance to discover and to exercise
the faith in their true identities as loved children of God.

Kristen Walker-Smith

How to Prepare for Financial Emergencies and the
Inevitable!

“3 Lies Latter-Day-Saint
Women Believe”

We will review all aspects of being prepared with finances
including great tips, being ready for financial emergencies,
savings, investing, budgeting, estate planning (including
trusts/wills), etc.

Kristen Walker Smith is a cohost of the One Minute Scripture
Study podcast, a Deseret Book
masterclass teacher, BYU Education
Week speaker, EFY teacher, former
seminary teacher, and bestselling
author. Kristen graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from
Brigham Young University where she met her darling
husband of almost 20 years; they are the parents of three
wonderful children.
When Kristen isn’t teaching the gospel you can usually find
her rock climbing, listening to Elder Holland talks, or eating
peanut butter– frequently all at the same time.

AcademyofLDSDentists.com
12

45th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022
YOUTH PROGRAM
COME AND JOIN THE FUN!

Splash Summit Waterpark!

Loveland Living Planet
Aquarium!

Friday night Magic Show,
Line Dancing, & Pizza!

has inspired thousands. Heidi is known as a great storyteller
who believes that every story not only teaches an important
principle, but can make you feel it. She has inspired many
to rise up, cling to their faith and position their hearts to
recognize God’s hand in their life.

YOUTH SPEAKERS & ACTIVITIES:
Firmly
Founded
(Joey Mascio /
Ben Pugh)

When Heidi isn’t writing her next book or speaking at a
conference, you’ll find her spending time outdoors with her
husband, four grown children and eleven grandchildren. She
loves sunflowers, hiking and ice cream … not necessarily in
that order.

“Hero vs.
Sidekick”
Joey Mascio and
Ben Pugh run
the Firmly Founded Coaching Group, an organization that
specializes in helping teens and their parents develop mental
and emotional resilience to help them both through the
teenage years.

Jason Fun’s Magic Show
Jason Fun is a full-time,
professional magician and
magic teacher! He has
performed in three different
countries, and has appeared
on local TV several times,
including Fox 13 with Big Budah, Good Day Utah, and
KSL’s Studio 5 with Brooke Walker. He previously served
for three years as President of the Utah Chapter of the
Society of American Magicians, and is the current Vice
President. Jason is an Award-winning magician having won
the Discover Magic Golden Key of Excellence Award in
Las Vegas the last four years in a row for his work with his
magic school, Wacky Wizard Kids and for his contributions
to the educational Discover Magic program. Jason&#39;s
fun and exciting shows have dubbed him as Utah’s Funnest
Magician, not only for kids, but adults as well! After seeing
his show, you’ll know why his name is Jason Fun!

Joey has been a middle school teacher and counselor as
well as a stage performer where his biggest claim to fame
is being an actor at Disneyland where he is the only actor
in Disney history to have played both Darth Maul and the
Mad Hatter.
Ben was a high school principal, teacher, and a foster parent
for many years. Ben’s biggest claim to fame is accidentally
lighting a school bus on fire when he was a kid. They both live
in Utah and have 4 kids each.

Heidi Tucker
Heidi Tucker is an award-winning
author and speaker. She has won
multiple “best inspirational” awards
for her books which include Bridge
of Miracles, The Secret Keepers,
Finding Hope in theJourney, and
Servie’s Song. Her passion for writing
and speaking about light and hope

Come and join Utah’s Funnest Magician, Jason Fun, as
he takes you through a journey of magic, stories, wonder,
and FUN! Come and see as he ‘cuts’ someone in half, meet
13
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YOUTH SPEAKERS & ACTIVITIES:

After returning from my mission, I
started dancing and quickly fell in
love. I have worked every position
there is and have stuck with teaching!
I will have been teaching for 13 years
in December. I have 7 sisters and 3
brothers from two families.

his hip, dancing granny, and see the Biggest Magic Wand
you’ll ever see! Through a fun magic show with lots of
audience participation, Jason shows you not only amazing
magic, but shows you that real magic is found within each
one of us!

*youth conference schedule subject to
change

Cory Patterson
Line Dancing and Instruction
I was born and raised in California until just a few days before
my 19th birthday. I moved here in 2010 and I shortly left for
my mission after that to San Antonio, Texas.

AcademyofLDSDentists.com
Examiner

Academy
DENTAL HYGIENE LUNCH & LEARN

impact on your patients by helping identify the cause, effects
of erosive pH and most of all master prevention strategies.
Course length: 1-3 hours

Kristin Evans RDH, BS
Kristin has been a clinical Dental
Hygienist for 29 years. She is
passionate about learning new
information on oral health and its role
in total body health. Kristin’s passion
is to bridge the gap between mental,
physical and oral health. Her work as
a professional educator has elevated
her love for seeing both dental professionals and patients
succeed. Her goal is to change lives with simple strategies and
powerful education.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Gain a deeper understanding
of pH and its effects on the oral cavity. Identify common
acids that are impacting our oral health Learn beneficial
treatments and therapies for the prevention of acid erosion
and compromised oral health. Learn how to educate specific
patient groups on how to implement these treatments &
therapies.

Kristin has been published on dentistryiq.com (March
2022 edition) https://www.dentistryiq.com/dentalhygiene/article/14235515/mental-health-how-can-dentalprofessionals-support-their-young-patients.
She has another article planned for the August issue of
RDH Magazine. It should be released around the same
time that she is joining us at our conference! This article
is focused on children’s mental & oral health areas Kristin
focuses on in her CE speaking presentation.

THE JOY OF BEING A STUDENT
CHAPTER ADVISOR
Celebration & Uncertainty

Join Kristin to learn more about how to integrate total body
health into your clinical practice today.
Good Soda Bad Soda Acid on The Rise
The impact of acids on oral health is on the rise. It is affecting
every sex, race, and socio-economic group nationwide. The
erosive effect of acidity on our population becomes more
evident every year. Leave this course with the knowledge
and communication skills necessary to have a profound
14

I invite you to think back upon that celebratory and possibly
somewhat terrifying time when you graduated from dental
school. For me it was May 1998.
My graduation was celebratory as it represented a
completion of years of effort and sacrifice. It was also a
celebration because I was entering a phase of life where so
many options and potentials were now available, including
not taking out more student loans.

45th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022
My graduation time was somewhat terrifying though as I was entering a phase of life where so many options and potentials
were available…and I felt largely unprepared for many of them. For example, could I really place more than one filling in
a three hour time slot?
Calming Mentors
Fortunately for me there were experienced (I won’t call them old) dentists in my community that approached me, unsolicited,
and offered their friendship and help. I took them up on their offer repeatedly over the years. From clinical tips and tricks to team
management, office security, and even custodial services—my mentors were a tremendous resource of information and kindness.
It was a huge blessing to have respected and experienced dentists just a phone call away, willing to talk about dentistry, managing
a team or running a business.
Mentoring: Great Joy
Twenty-four years later and I feel much more comfortable with how I address a great deal of issues. With a little experience
under my clinic coat (along with some wrinkles and graying), I have found tremendous joy in trying to become like my
mentors by being available to counsel with and help younger dentists.
Academy Student Chapter Advisor
The Academy of LDS Dentists organizes and sponsors Academy student chapters at dental schools across the country. I received
permission from the Academy presidency and executive committees to serve as the adviser for the University of Washington
School of Dentistry Academy student chapter. One student serves as the student chapter president and he is on the ball! He has
recruited about 20 dental students who meet regularly. Their curriculum includes Dr. Gordon Christensen’s Practical Clinical
Courses (PCC) videos generously provided free of charge to the chapter, live presentation by speakers, and community service.
I contact the student chapter monthly via text to see where I might help. Mostly I show up, smile, and encourage the
students. Sometimes I get to answer questions, provide pizza, and help line up a speaker. I want them to realize as much joy
from dentistry as I have found, and hope they will remain members of the Academy throughout their lives.
Invitation
I am inspired by the many ways you, as dentists and Academy members, serve in your communities. You are the “cream of
the crop” and it is an honor to associate with you. We need men and women like you who will mentor these student chapters.
I formally invite you to contact the Academy of LDS Dentists to become a student chapter advisor.
Associating with these students has become one of the joys in my life.
Call or text me directly at 801-680-2209, or email me dmchamberlain7@gmail.com to learn more or volunteer to serve.
You may also contact the Academy of LDS Dentists for this opportunity academyofldsdentists@gmail.com.

2022 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Dr. Craig Burtenshaw and Karma Burtenshaw
Craig Alan Burtenshaw was born on the 23rd of August
1948 in Idaho Falls, Idaho where he grew up on a dairy
farm and learned to work and take upon responsibilities,
being the oldest of six children.
He graduated from Bonneville High School, attended
Ricks College, and as a young man, he served two years
in the Eastern Atlantic States Mission. One year after
returning from his mission, he married his High School
sweetheart Karma. He also attended BYU Provo, and then
went on to graduate from Dental School at Northwestern
University.
Their first baby, a sweet baby girl, was born in Provo while
he was attending school. He served in the Navy for two
years after dental school where their 4th child of six was
born. They ended up with four boys and two girls. Craig
was a family man and wanted doors of opportunity to be
opened to his children. He was the key teacher and leader
15
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in bringing the family together, teaching the children the
necessary skills to be contributing members of society.
Craig had a fierce and good competitive spirit of faith in
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Everything he did was to strive
to do and be better. He knew the blessings and power the
Priesthood offers, and was committed to the Church his
entire life. He served in many different capacities in the
Church, including as a bishop and Stake President. He
was later called to serve as a Mission President in the Olongapo, Philippine Mission.

mission fields in Asia. It continues to stand as a beacon of
service and an example of what good people, working with
the Academy, can accomplish to bless the lives of others.

While serving in this capacity he noticed the dental disparity between the Philipinos and the American Missionaries.
When he returned home after serving his mission, he was
contacted by Dr. Rich Call and together they started with
David Chamberlain, the effort to find a solution to this
problem. This effort ultimately resulted in the first full
sized dental clinic in a Mission Training Center. The Dental Clinic in the MTC was opened in July 2016, and has
served thousands of missionaries, saving the Church about
$750,000 a year and untold time and problems in the

His testimony of Jesus Christ never wavered, and his
wife Karma, notes that 50 years of marriage is too short.
Craig graduated from this mortal mission at age 72, on the
28th of July, 2021. The Academy would like to present his
wife and family the 2022 Distinguished Service Award in
thanks for his lifetime of service to others in need around
the world.

Dr. Francis
& Darlene Alder

reports from the dentists making the trip with their wives,
families, and or staff. It was gratifying to see the number of
dentists that would volunteer to go down and serve in the
orphanages.

Darlene and I have been asked
to share our involvement
with one of the Academy’s
objectives, to be involved in
service. We have always enjoyed
talking to those who have had
table displays explaining the
dental humanitarian and service opportunities at the annual
meetings. My son Brian, who is also a dentist, and I went
to Peru for a humanitarian project at the University of San
Marcos in Lima, Peru. It was difficult to see people lined up
for blocks needing dental care and not being able to treat all
of them.

There had not been a visit to the orphanage in Puerta
Vallarta for a long time because of difficulty in transporting
a heavy compressor the 5-hour drive from Guadalajara. I
talked to several dentists that had done remote dental service.
One suggested using scuba tanks. I visited a local scuba shop
and we worked out using a scuba regulator to stop-down the
pressure from 3200 lbs to the 100 lbs pressure that dental
equipment runs on. I contacted the Orphanage director
and made arrangements to come down and work on the
children. I took my wife and son and his friend. We have seen
the hand of the Lord in helping provide service many times.
For example, we arrived on Saturday and went to church on
Sunday. We were asked to introduce ourselves as visitors in
Sunday School. I mentioned we were there to provide dental
service to one of the orphanages. A man came up and asked
if he could be of any help. I told him we needed to find a
dive shop to get scuba tanks to use for the dental equipment.
He took out his cell phone and called a friend of his at a
dive shop. The dive shop owner said if we were helping out
the children at the orphanage, we could use all the tanks we
needed for free. I had taught my son and his friend to be able
to do rubber cup prophies on the children. They occupied
one portable unit and my wife learned to assist me and we

For years the Academy promoted dentists helping out at
the orphanages in Guadalajara, Mexico. After there was no
longer a local member that could help organize the dental
visits to the four orphanages and the Blind School, I was asked
to go down with Dr. Steven Sorensen and visit the directors
of the orphanages and organize how we could make visits to
help them and find a place to store the dental equipment that
remained in Mexico. We inventoried all the equipment and
supplies that were there and obtained permission to store them
at the office of the Guadalajara Mission. Then I became one
of those presenters at the table displays promoting visits to the
orphanages in Mexico. I coordinated visits and got wonderful
16
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used the other unit. We would work for a while and then call
for a break and go out and play with the kids. We had brought
bubbles, play dough and other things to play with the kids. We
repeated that several times a day for the time we were there.
It was an incredible experience that we still talk about in
our family. One day at my dental practice, I went back to
my desk between patients. There was a note saying Richard
G. Scott had called. I didn’t have time to return the call, but
it was hard to concentrate on my next patients wondering
why he wanted to talk to me! When I was able to return the
call, his secretary said that Elder Scott wanted to talk to me
and my wife. She set up a video conference. (There wasn’t
any Skype or Zoom in those days.) We went to a video
conferencing company in a high rise in downtown Portland,
Oregon for the call. He talked to us about our availability
to leave our home and dental practice to serve as a mission
president but said we should not talk with anyone about the
interview because it was only exploratory. We later received
a call from President Monson, who was then a counselor
in the First Presidency, to serve as a mission president and
companion. I turned over the scheduling of the orphanage
visits in Mexico to Dr. Gordon Croft and we went to Chile
to serve in the Chile Antofagasta Mission. We enjoyed so
much serving with the missionaries. When we came back
from Chile, we continued to go back to Mexico to serve
with teams of dentists and their wives and or staff at the
orphanages in Puerto Vallarta. We saw a lot of help from
the Lord in the organization and visits with the children. We
enjoyed serving in the Guatemala City clinic also.
We were later called by the First Presidency to serve as Temple
President and Matron of the Santiago Chile Temple. What
an incredible experience it was to serve full time in the temple
with the beautiful Chilean Saints. Their love for the Lord and
His temple will forever remain in our hearts. After returning
from Chile, Dr. Rich Call asked if my wife and I would serve
in the Missionary Department on the Church Missionary
Dental Advisory Committee. In 2018, the committee was only
about a dozen people, and only a small number of missions
in the Church were covered. We were initially assigned to the
missions in Oregon and Washington. As the Lord, through
the brethren, began to assign missionaries from third world
countries to serve in the United States, the need for Dental

Advisors increased dramatically because of dental issues that
would come up while serving their missions. The value of
Dental Advisors has been shown to be an integral part of the
service to missionaries in the field. It has now expanded to
cover all the missions worldwide. The little committee that
met in person in a conference room at Church Headquarters
now meets via zoom with Dental Advisors from around the
world. We were then asked to oversee the implementation
of Dental Advisors in South America. We started working
with the missions in Argentina and Uruguay. Other dentists
and their wives were called to help so we were able to open
up Brazil and are now starting to open up the missions in
the South America Northwest Area. It has been wonderful
to work with the Mission Presidents, their wives and the
missionaries to help them with the dental issues that arise and
serve them remotely via teledentistry.

Darlene and I would like to thank the Academy for its
emphasis on service and in facilitating the opportunity to
serve. We have heard many say “I would like to serve or have a
humanitarian dental opportunity someday but… “ We would
say just try a small involvement or trip; it will change your
life. You don’t have to speak a foreign language to serve in a
foreign country. We have served with dozens of dentists who’s
smiles and warmth reached out to the children and others in a
way that touched their hearts. We belong to a profession that
allows us to reach out to help and serve others and ironically,
we are the greatest beneficiaries from that service.
The Academy gives thanks to Dr. Francis & Darlene Alder for
their compassionate and dedicated humanitarian service and
we are honored to recognize them and give them the 2022
Distinguished Service Award.

HUMANITARIAN NEWSLETTER 2022
HUMANITARIAN SPOTLIGHT
Click image to watch the
video here or visit:
youtu.be/Ma9k2NCxnp8

Global Dental Partners is a humanitarian foundation
dedicated to bringing quality dental care to underserved
children, youth, and families in Latin America. We are
looking to expand to other areas of the world as well. We
are different from most humanitarian dental groups in that
we own or are long-term partners in dental clinics in the
places where we serve. This allows us to provide dental
care year round. We hire and train local dentists and
support staff to run our dental clinics. We currently have
dental clinics in Honduras, Guatemala, southern Mexico,
and the Dominican Republic. We plan and execute 6 to 8
humanitarian dental trips to our clinics every year. During
these dental humanitarian trips, we focus on treating young
men and young women preparing to serve missions for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, orphans living
in group homes, and other children, youth, and adults who
need our help. Our in-country partners and contacts make
sure we are safe during our visits to the places we serve.
We stay in nice, clean hotels, eat good food, travel together
as a group, and focus on providing a quality humanitarian
experience to those who travel with us. In addition we
welcome non-clinicians to join us. Family members, staff
members, neighbors, and friends of dentists are all welcome
to join our groups. As part of each of our humanitarian
trips we organize humanitarian efforts outside the dental
clinic. Our trips last one week. You are asked to arrive at
the destination on a Saturday. Sunday is spent attending
a local ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints and seeing local sites of interest. Monday through

Thursday are spent working in the dental clinic and doing
humanitarian work outside the clinic. Friday’s are spent on
a fun trip to a local site (beach, ruins, cenote, historic site
etc.) as we want our groups to get to know the local area and
culture better and have some fun after a week of doing some
amazing humanitarian work.
As of 2021 we have expanded the vision of our local dental
clinics. Not only do we use the clinics for the humanitarian
efforts described above, but we are now offering
individualized humanitarian service trips for groups of at
least 12 people. These individualized trips are a great way
to help build team unity within a dental office, family, or any
organization.
We also use our dental clinics to provide clinical training for
dentists from the U.S.A. This may include hands-on dental
implant training, 3rd molar removal for pre-missionaries,
or pediatric dentistry. Please contact us to inquire more
about these opportunities. Global Dental Partners would
like to invite all of you to come and participate with us. We
are committed to providing you a unique and meaningful
experience.
Please reach out to me, Gary Evans, via text or cell
phone at 208-403-7143, or email me at gary.evans@
globaldentalpartners.org. I speak English and fluent
Spanish and accompany you on these trips. I love the
wonderful people we serve and am passionate about serving
them well. I look forward to hearing from you and serving
with you in the near future.
18
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CHARITY ANYWHERE
FOUNDATION 2021-2022

families. We have
shipped food and
medical
supplies
to border towns
in Mexico. The
towns served were
Nacozari,
Agua
Prieta, Sonoyta, and
Puerto
Penasco.
This
included
a
refurbished
ambulance
from
Idaho
sent
to
Colonias Morelos, Mexico. We anticipated that this
ambulance will save many lives as the people of Morelos
before had to travel 2 hours in a pickup truck to get to the
nearest hospital.
In 2022, we have already calendared a dental expedition
for Utah State pre- dental students to Tijuana. Also, the
BYU nurses have calendared a May expedition to Ecuador.
We have a group of teenagers from Boise going to Puerto
Penasco in June to do Construction and another group
went to Guatemala on March 25 – April 2. We are starting
to get families calling about scheduling expeditions for
Summer and Fall now.
We are always in need of medical and dental supplies!
Those tools and equipment many dentist feel have come to
the end of their usability, are refurbished and are valuable
for the small offices in many countries. Please contact us
if you have equipment. We can give you a tax receipt for
those tools. We thank so many of the members of LDS
Dental Academy for their generosity and willingness to
serve others in need.

2021 has been a unique year for Charity Anywhere
Foundation. The expeditions have been fewer because of
Covid. We are slowly getting back to normal business. The
work has continued and increased. Many medical supplies
have been gathered and sent to Ecuador, Mexico, Navajo
Nation and the Salt Lake area.
CAF is busy in the state of Utah with delivering supplies to
the Catholic Soup Kitchen, the Porch Lady, the Inn Between
Hospice Hospital and many senior citizen centers. Also we
work with Fienje Allis in Kanab, who works and serves
the Navajo Nation in Utah and Arizona. On December
11-18, 2021, an expedition of surgeons and dentists went
to the Galapagos Islands. Hip and shoulder replacement
surgeries were done and the dentists performed general
dentistry.
In 2021 Charity Anywhere also shipped 8 containers
full of medical supplies to various small communities in
Ecuador to help with their Covid fight. There were several
family groups who have worked in Agua Prieta, Mexico
building and remodeling houses there. These times are
so great because all of the family is involved in the work.
The recipients love rubbing shoulders with our American

Sincerely,
Gordon & Susan Carter
208-404-2089
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What is the power of 100 people working together on
any project in the world to create positive change?
We are a community of entrepreneurs, small businesses, and
individuals around the world collaborating to create opportunities, both locally and internationally, for self-reliance, education, and economic development. We are committed to sustainable projects that support communities, and
preserve the culture of indigenous tribes. One of our major objectives is to help prevent
human trafficking within families by eradicating the practice of Female Genital Mutilation and Early Marriage.
Families in Kenya don’t need a handout, they need a hand up. We go a bit deeper by joining
hands and teaching each other. We teach families how to leverage their resources through
economic development and self-reliance. They teach us about love, gratitude, simplicity,
and joy.
If you arrived here, it’s because you were led here.
You know that the best personal development is
found when serving others. Our expeditions will take you deep into the heart of the
Maasai Mara in Kenya, and you will experience two years of personal development
in two weeks. Every expedition is different, and we create them based on the skills and
talents of the team that joins us. Dentists & Hygienists, Are you ready? So...do you
want to come to Kenya? Serve in two nearby dental clinics, stay in a remote village
home owned and operated by 100 Humanitarians, go on a spectacular safari, and
bring your family to experience the joy of serving in several other established projects.
Future expeditions are being planned in 2022! Please contact HEIDI TOTTEN, Executive Director
@ 801-414-1564 for more information about their expeditions or go to: www.100humanitarians.com to explore all of the amazing service opportunities!

Global Dental Relief welcomes volunteer dentists, hygienists, dental assistants and dental/hygiene students to join our volunteer teams traveling to six countries: Nepal, India, Guatemala, Cambodia, Kenya, and
Mexico.
In partnership with local organizations, field clinics are set up at schools
and municipal facilities, with the exception of Kenya, where clinics are
held in a local medical center. In these clinics:
•
•
•
•
•

Children receive exams
Restorations and extractions are performed as needed
Cleanings are given when possible
Fluoride treatments, sealants and oral health instruction are given
Care is provided to restore permanent teeth, and children are recalled
every two years to ensure long-term health

A typical clinic has six to seven dental chairs and is staffed by a volunteer team of 12 to 18 people. Volunteer teams include up
to five dentists, three hygienists and 10 assistants and general volunteers. Clinics operate eight to nine hours per day for five
to six days. Between 500 and 1,000 patients are served, depending on the amount of care each child needs.
Our 2022 Project Schedule is online @ https://globaldentalrelief.org/volunteer-overseas/project-schedule/
Next Expedition Dates: June 19 - July 1 to Cambodia & July 15 - 24, 2022 to Guatemala & many more to India,
Kenya, Nepal, & Mexico! If you have any questions contact: Leah Grygleski, Outreach Manager & Country
Coordinator for Global Dental Relief @ (303) 858-8857
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE 45TH ANNUAL
DENTAL CONFERENCE!
August 2022
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR
DENTAL HUMANITARIAN SERVICE IS
AVAILABLE!

If you need financial assistance for your dental service project
or expedition, the Academy can help! By offering humanitarian
funds, the Academy’s mission is being fulfilled through members
28 29 30 31
to further the work of the Lord by improving dental health and
dental education throughout the world, and to help alleviate oral
pain and suffering.
Funds may be used for patient care, facility expenses, equipment
and supplies, and training/teaching materials. Travel, lodging
and meal expenses are the only exclusion. Please be current with your yearly Academy membership dues
when requesting funds and allow 30 days after approval for disbursement of funds.
To obtain a request form go to www.academyofldsdentists.com, select service, service resources, and
then click on the request for humanitarian funds bar. Please submit the form to Tricia Tippets,
Service Coordinator, at triciatippets@gmail.com. If your request is approved, then an additional
reimbursement form will be sent to you. Once the reimbursement forms and receipts are received then a
reimbursement check will be sent to you within 30 days.
To let Academy members know how their dues and donations are being used, if your request is approved,
a 1-2 paragraph report summarizing your project and a couple of photos are requested within 30
days following the completion of your expedition. Please email the report and photos to our Service
Coordinator. We thank you for your service.

Save the Date!

PORTABLE DENTAL UNITS ARE AVAILABLE!
The Academy has 6 portable dental units available for rent for
your next service expedition. The units can be rented for
$100/unit for members & $150/unit for non-members.
Pickup is available at no cost and shipping is available
for $100/unit.
Please contact David Dickerson at
dr.dwd@q.com or 801-785-8500.
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