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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
“GIVE SAID THE LITTLE STREAM”
Dear Colleagues,
Franny Crosby was born in 1820 in Brewster, New York,
about 300 miles from Palmyra in upstate New York, where
our spiritual heritage as a Church was born that same year.
At 6 weeks of age she may have developed an infection in
her eyes, with the result of total blindness. Her blindness,
however, opened a new vision, and as a result she authored
over 8,000 hymns and poems. Only two of those works are
preserved in the LDS Hymn books we use today: “Behold a
Royal Army” – with its intense visual imagery – and “Give
Said the Little Stream”, which also conveys a powerful visual
spiritual message. This picture reflects that message, a message
consistent with the mission of the Academy of LDS Dentists
with its recurring theme of “Giving”. The tag line on our logo
summarizes not only the Mission of the Academy, but also
our core values: Education, Fellowship, and Service for the
Dental Team. The words of the song invite us to consider that
mission and our roles as dental health professionals.
• Education: A stream cannot “give, oh give” all the time

without having received something to “give”. It begins in
the mountains, fed by rain and snow, reminding us that
we must receive before we can “give”. A stream needs to
be continually replenished. If it is not, it will dry up. It
only has so much to give, unless it also continues to receive. Likewise, as professionals, we look to sources
like the Academy to replenish us so that we can give. Our annual Conference – this year our 43 rd Annual
Conference - is a literal font of enlightenment, creating a watershed of knowledge that we can use to help
“the fields grown greener still” for all those with whom we come in contact.

• Fellowship: Rain can have little impact if it is only one small drop. By banding together with a group

of like-minded professionals we are better positioned to “raise the
drooping heads” of those not only around us but also amongst us.
To fellowship with is “to hold communion with; to unite within
doctrine and discipline”. The origin of the word from the 1200’s is
“feolahschipe” meaning companionship, from fellow + - ship. The
connotation of “a body of companions,” is from the late thirteenth
century; “spirit of comradeship, friendliness” is from the late 14 th
century (etymologyoneline.com). The Academy... Continued page 2
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE “GIVE SAID THE LITTLE STREAM” (Continued from page 1)
provides that forum, that unity, that “spirit of comradeship” that strengthens all of us and allows us to
better bless those around us.
• Service: This is perhaps the most critical core value we espouse. “Give, then, as Jesus gives, there is

something all can give”. How does Jesus give? His Hands blessed, His Heart reached out. He gave of
Himself. Because Jesus is not currently with us on the earth, we must become His Hands to serve others.
We do that as a profession – we serve with our hands and our hearts. The greatest rewards in our profession
come not from billing for our services, but by building with our services. We have the opportunity to
change people’s lives, create opportunities, build confidence, remove pain, and restore health. What a
great profession to be in! But to be truly successful, we must go beyond serving only for monetary rewards.
We must “give as Jesus gives”. The Academy fosters a plethora of possibilities for this: service projects are
core to our very existence. As our website proclaims: “From local to international, it is our mission to help
you serve”. From Africa, Cambodia, China, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Kiribati, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Samoa, to Tonga – or as a full-time missionary or Mission Dental Advisor. The mission of the
Academy is to help you “Give, Oh Give.”

The chorus of this song gives us yet another parameter to consider: “Singing, Singing all the way!” We need
to find JOY in our education, fellowship and service. “Men are that they might have joy” (2 Nephi 2:25). It is
instructional to reflect on the definition of “Joy” in the Guide to the Scriptures: “A condition of great happiness
coming from righteous living. The purpose of mortal life is for all people to have joy. A full joy will come only
through Jesus Christ.” Make a decision to “Sing” this year. Make a decision to find Joy. As you enter into this
New Year, we invite you to reflect on the message of this delightful Primary song, and find ways to “….Give
yourself away”.
Warmly,

Richard L. Call

Elder Rich Call, DMD, MS.

President, Academy of LDS Dentists			
Chairman, Dental Advisory Committee of 			
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints		
2019 - 2020 Academy President

Your friends at the Academy
recognize these are trying and
challenging times, but know that this
issue will pass. Many of you may be taking
advantage of this time of reflection to make
plans for future humanitarian trips and are looking
forward to the Academy Conference in August. We
are hoping this newsletter, focused on Service and
the Conference, will allow you to reevaluate your
own needs and abilities to engage and serve at
this time. We hope you find peace and a sense
of direction moving forward.
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ONLINE CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION
AVAILABLE NOW!
At the Academy of LDS Dentists we
are very aware of the uncertainty
and concern caused by the Covid-19
pandemic. We recognize the changes
in how people are interacting and the
importance of doing our part to avoid
spreading this illness. At this time
we are prayerfully and confidently
moving forward with our conference
planning. We have planned amazing
presenters, food and activities and are
hopeful that by August all restrictions
of social gatherings will be lifted and
we will enjoy an excellent conference!
We look forward to having you join
us! Please contact us if you have any
concerns regarding registration and the
implications of the current situation
on the conference plans. The dental
conference is scheduled on August 1415, 2020, and we are excited to have
you join us!
Promotional Codes: If you are a
current member of the Academy
you should have received an email
with promotion codes to be used at
the time of registration. If you did
not receive this, please contact the
Academy at 801-889-7012 or via email
at academyofldsdentists@gmail.com to
request your promo code.

As always, our 43rd annual conference promises to be a weekend you won’t want to miss!
Scan the QR code for more information or visit our website to register:

AcademyofLDSDentists.com
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CONFERENCE PRESENTERS

and using the new AAOS app for premedication.
Extensive and very current handouts will be provided
to maximize the chairside value of this fast-paced and
entertaining course.

Mitchell Josephs, DDS
“40 Ways to Increase the Fee for
Service Aspect of Any Practice”
A rapid fire list of marketing ideas
that consistently nets Dr. Josephs over
$1,000,000 each year. As well as small
changes, virtually free changes you need to make in
your practice’s image to attract patients looking for
complex implant and cosmetic dentistry.
“Step by Step Killer Marketing Techniques
Unraveled; Social and Traditional Media”
• How to give my Fast and Furious PowerPoint
slideshow to your local population resulting in $60
to $120,000 of collected fees within 10 days of the
presentation.
• How to get your own live radio show in your area;
and not a podcast!!
• How to get your own Ask the Dentist column in
the main newspaper on everyone’s driveway and
smart device every morning.

Howard Glazer, DDS, FAGD
“The ABC’s of Dentistry: Adhesion Bioactivity - Composite Resins”
Dr. Glazer will discuss the fundamentals
and advances in these three subject
areas. Participants will learn what
procedures are beneficial and why and when they
should be utilized in patient care. With so many
new materials in the marketplace it is essential that
the practitioner know the benefits and possible
shortcomings of the products available for purchase.
This program will discuss the products Dr. Glazer has
used and continues to use in his general practice.
Joseph Massad, DDS
“The neuromuscular prosthesis utilizing
both analog and digital methods”
This presentation will go over the
entire process in the fabrication of the
neuromuscular prosthesis versus the
anatomical, singular approach. While understanding
the process, the attendees will be introduced to utilize
digital capturing of the patient’s neuromuscular
recordings taken at chairside. The process of the
manual wax tooth setup will now be optional, once
the digital setup has been perfected. The fabrication
process will have options of milling or printing, which
gives the practitioner the ability to have precise results.
“Removable and Implant Dentures in the year 2020”
This presentation will review the past and current
methods of removal implant prosthesis.

Karen Baker, BS, MS
“Why is My Patient Having This
Problem? How to Recognize and
Manage Drug-Related Conditions in
the Dental Office.”
Dental patients are taking more drugs
and using more oral chemicals than ever before. Just
look at your medication history lists or the back of a
toothpaste tube! Common drug-related conditions
such as dry mouth, bad breath, canker sores, and
yeast infections can be treated, or better yet, avoided.
You will gain confidence in your ability to resolve
many of your patients’ most frustrating and persistent
oral complaints. Detailed and very current handouts
will supplement the chairside value of this fast-paced
and practical lecture
“Controversies in Dental Pharmacotherapy: Strategies
for Success”
This course will update the dental team on recent
developments in antibiotic pharmacotherapy
while providing strategies for prescribing to ensure
therapeutic success. Clinically relevant information
about effectiveness, adverse effects, patient specific
drug selection criteria, dosing, and cost will be
presented for systemic antibiotics currently used in
dentistry. Special attention will be given to certain
controversial areas such as applying new guidelines
for the use of antibiotics for periapical infections

David Wright, DDS, MBA, MAGD
“GPs and Orthodontics: A Win-WinWin Relationship.”
Dr. Wright will question why the GP
has traditionally not been involved
in Orthodontics nearly as deeply as
they have been in other areas such as Endodontics,
Prosthodontics, Oral Surgery and even Implants.
He will discuss why direct-to-consumer orthodontics
has been enabled by this disconnect. He will
look at advantages of the GP getting involved in
Orthodontics to three important parties; The
Patient, The General Dentist and Staff AND The
Orthodontist. He will then suggest a game plan for
the GP entering into this exciting arena.
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“GPs and Orthodontics: A Roadmap to Jump-Start
your Practice”
Dr. Wright will focus on several well-accepted and
proven areas of Orthodontics that the GP can get
involved in quickly, including some techniques
that can be started immediately. Pre-Prosthetic
Orthodontics and other “adult treatment” will be
emphasized, including saving teeth with Orthodontic
Extrusion. He will also discuss predictable earlytreatment “Phase I” treatments as well as counsel
avoiding other less-predictable Phase I approaches.
He will explore a game-plan for using Continuing
Education as a tool to further this involvement in
“Ortho”, improving the lives of the patients, the GP
Dentist and staff as well as the Orthodontist.

can be successful when infrabony defects are present.
Structurally compromised teeth can under the right
circumstances be retained with crown lengthening
procedures. Impacted canines in adult patients can be
accessed via flap surgery and extruded into the arch
via orthodontic therapy.
With the correct diagnosis and appropriate selection
of periodontal therapy for the natural dentition, we
can attain health, function, and aesthetics. Everyday
concerns such as the possibility for regeneration of
bone around the natural dentition, the indications
and contraindications for crown lengthening and
periodontal/orthodontic interactions will be discussed
via clinical case presentations. Evidence supporting
the chosen therapeutic management will be presented.

Tim Hempton, DDS
“Practical Periodontal Therapy to
retain the natural dentition.”
Retention of the natural dentition is
still a viable option. Although dental
implants have revolutionized dental
treatment planning for the last 35 years, we should be
aware that extraction and implant placement is not
always the only practical therapeutic option. Bone
regeneration to save periodontally compromised teeth

Gordon J. Christensen
DDS, MSD, PhD
“What’s new 2020”
This presentation includes many
identifiable ongoing and predicted
changes in the profession that will
influence dental practice, research, and patient care.
Each of these changes requires observation by the
respective groups influenced, plans for change, and
implementation of the changes.
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HAITI, JUNE 2019
Our trip was centered in Timo, Haiti, a small mountain community
accessible only by foot since the roads to reach the town are too
narrow and windy to
“My trip with the Haiti Health
HEALTH INITIATIVE bumpy,
allow any vehicles. Here Haiti
Initiative was one of adventure,
Health Initiative has constructed
positive surprises & fulfillment.”
a community center that is
used for dental trips, medical trips and water
engineer trips. The community center is a small
standalone building powered by a generator
that has a main treatment area and six side
rooms. The rooms are used as sleeping quarters,
a sterilization area, a small pharmacy, storage
areas and two bathrooms with showers.
During setup, I was surprised at the resources that have been donated and available
for use. We had access to three portable dental units and a very robust supply of
donated dental materials that allowed us to provide hygiene services, placement of
composite and amalgam restorations, denture fabrication, and extractions. After
the orientation meeting, our main Haitian contact organized a short sacrament
meeting in a tarp shelter for anyone that was interested in attending. The meeting
was short but nice to have since our travel itinerary did not allow us to attend
5
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HAITI, JUNE 2019 (Continued)
worship services. Our meals were prepared by a local woman who was hired
by HHI to cook for us. Some of our group slept in hammocks, a bunk bed,
others in bivy tents and two of us brought tents to sleep in outside.
The first early clinic morning started with supplying entrance bracelets,
dental hygiene education, sealants and needed treatment. I started out by
seeing a young woman for her LDS missionary application exam, a happy
surprise. The rest of the day was filled with various extractions and fillings.
All the patients were really appreciative, even after having to wait all day to
be seen. Dinner was rice, beans and fried goat. We returned to look at the artisan’s products that had been set up
in front of the community center, played soccer with the kids and young men in town and the rest of the evening
was spent cleaning up/showering and playing card games with our interpreters. Days 3-5 were similar to the
first clinic day; it was hard work but so rewarding. As we left, seeing the living conditions again in the country
was eye opening and sobering. I was left with a feeling of unworthiness for all of the blessings we have merely
due to the place and circumstances we were born into. My trip with the Haiti Health Initiative (HHI) was one of
adventure, positive surprises and fulfillment.
If you are interested in joining us in Haiti, contact Marc-Aurel Martial at
mmartial@haitihealthinitiative.org or 801-830-3043.

MEXICO
HUMANITARIAN FUNDS
AT WORK
August 2019 trip to Guaymas,
Mexico

Our recent trip to Guaymas,
Mexico was supported by the
generosity of many individuals
and companies and even a couple
local governments. However,
the Academy of LDS Dentists
was (AGAIN) the single largest
contributor to our cause. We were
able to provide thorough dental
care to 413 Mexican children,
many of whom are living in
orphanages. We were able to

alleviate their suffering and
dental pain thanks to the
Academy’s generous donation
of $900 and the subsidized rent
of three portable units (thanks
again, Dr. Dickerson!). Again,
the Academy helped link us
up with another kindhearted
and exceptionally skilled dentist,
Dr. David Prince. At the risk of
sounding repetitive, the Academy
and its members are beacons of
humanitarianism and an example
to the upcoming generation of
dentists. We look forward to giving
back when we are on the other side
of the DDS/DMD degree, leading
expeditions of this sort as doctors
ourselves. We have included a
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few photos from the trip to show
you the effect you had on these
kids, although photos cannot do
it justice. We do hope, however,
that you can get a small sense of
how important your donation was.
Thank you again!
Sincerely, Cory McLeod, Jennifer Sorge,
and Bryan Henrie Dental Students
- U of U School of Dentistry
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN
PESEGA, SAMOA - OCTOBER 2019
During the weeks of October 28th and November 4th, fourth
year dental students from Roseman University College of Dental
Medicine worked in the Pesega, Samoa dental clinic. The

SAMOA

humanitarian trip was organized
by the student chapter of the LDS
Academy of Dentists at Roseman
CODM. Eleven students the
first week and nine the second
week were supervised by parttime and full-time faculty from
Roseman. This is the chapter’s first
humanitarian trip and was highly
anticipated. Over the two week
expedition, the students were able
to perform over 450 extractions,
300 restorations, 40 flippers, several

HEALTHCARE

endodontic procedures, and other
treatment. During the second
week, Dr. Stewart, a full-time
pedodontic faculty member from
Roseman was also able to perform
pedodontic procedures including
numerous restorative procedures
and stainless steel crowns using the
SMART technique. Dr. Stewart
and Dr. Prince, the chapter advisor,
were able to meet with government
hospital and private dentists. They
presented continuing education on
silver diamine fluoride treatment
in both geriatric patients and
pedodontic patients. The LDS
Academy of Dentists made a
significant contribution towards
the purchase of dental supplies
that were transported to the Pesega

Volunteer Dentists,
Hygienists & Assistants
Needed For Bi-Monthly
OUTREACH Pop-Up Refugee Clinic
In Phoenix, Arizona
Dear Academy of LDS Dentists,
I am thankful for your kind gift
of two Aseptico portable delivery
systems, and two ultrasonic units.
Your donations will make it
possible to increase our impact to a
very underserved population in the
Phoenix area - the Refugee, Asylee,
and Immigrant Communities, and
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clinic by students and faculty.
Generous donations were also
made by Elevate Oral Care, GC
America, and Acero Crowns were
passed on to both the government
and private dentists as well as the
Pesega clinic. Comments from
the students who went were very
similar in nature. “The experience
to help those that don’t have a
lot of options for dental care was
amazing!” So many people came in
with dental pain and missing teeth.
After receiving treatment, their
entire countenance changed. They
were happy and confident.
Elder and Sister Wright, the fulltime dental missionaries serving at
the Pesega clinic, were wonderful
and patient with us. We hope to
make this an annual trip for the
Academy chapter and many third
year students are already looking
forward to the opportunity. Alumni
have also expressed interest in
serving at the clinic. “If I had the
option to do this trip all over again,
I would do it in a heartbeat.” - Dr.
David Prince, Roseman University
provide assistance to Alas de Amor,
whose mission is to serve in Rocky
Point, Mexico twice a year.
A little history of Arizona
Healthcare Outreach:
I was compelled to act after
attending the General Women’s
session of the April 2016 General
Conference. Linda K. Burton
talked about refugees and the
Church’s new initiative to help
them, called “Reach Out to
Rescue,” by comparing the
refugee crisis to the Martin/Willey
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ARIZONA HEALTHCARE
OUTREACH (Continued)
handcart company being stranded
in Wyoming. She described what
women did in the tabernacle
when Brigham Young called
upon them to rescue the saints
who were stranded and suffering.
They immediately pulled off their
petticoats, acting with faith, and
did everything they could.
She quoted President Nelson
when he said, “We need women
who know how to make important
things happen by their faith…”
So I waited for an opportunity
to serve. There were a few things
that we did on a ward and stake
level that were nice, but I wasn’t
doing enough. I wasn’t “taking
off my petticoat.” I felt I had a
discrete set of skills that would
be helpful for refugees, who have

very poor dental care. I had served
in Peru four different years with
the Academy at San Marcos
University, and in Guatemala with
Smiles for Central America one
year. Those experiences changed
my life and taught me that God
is in the details of His children’s
lives. Without exception on each
of these trips, miracles happened.
People had the gift of tongues,
visions, hearts were softened,
power that was lost was restored
miraculously, and volunteer’s
bodies were strengthened.
I knew that more could be done
for refugees, so I started looking
around for opportunities to serve
as a hygienist. I wanted to clean
refugee’s teeth. I wanted to serve
doing something I knew how to do
well, and I love doing, and there
was nothing to meet the specific
needs of refugees. So, I started my

own clinic. We have operated for a
year and a half as a pop-up clinic
that operates with space donated
by the Refugee and Immigrant
Community for Empowerment, a
501c-3 nonprofit.
We are thankful for any donations,
as we operate without grants or
funding of any kind.
Sincerely,
Collette Barr, RDHEF - Director Arizona Healthcare Outreach

ACADEMY DONATIONS AT WORK
Dr. Marlon Smith giving smiles in Tonga - December 2019
Thanks again to the Academy for helping us with the Larell dentures we delivered in Tonga. One of the people
we did Larell Dentures for is a temple ordinance worker. She told me that her father donated his land to the
Church several years ago on which the Tonga temple now stands! There is no greater joy than to give back. Just
look at these smiles! - Dr. Marlon Smith, Glendale, AZ

Last year at the end
of our annual dental
conference, the spouse
group participated in a Humanitarian Service project. An Eagle Scout
Candidate from North Salt Lake, gathered over 620 toothbrushes,
toothpaste and floss from several local dental offices and sturdy plastic
pouches were purchased with Academy humanitarian funds. These kits
were assembled and donated to Charity Anywhere Foundation who
shipped them to Ecuador and then transported them into the Amazon to
the Ecuadorian people in need by the help of a local humanitarian group.
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ECUADOR, CHARITY ANYWHERE (Cont.)
GOOD NEWS!! The hygiene kits arrived in Ecuador in
October and were handed out to all of the very grateful
Ecuadorians of all ages that in some cases had never
owned a toothbrush before. In addition, the Eagle Scout
Candidate earned his Eagle! Thank you for serving in
so many ways! At this year’s conference, we will step
up our humanitarian efforts partnered with Charity
Anywhere Foundation, by having three humanitarian projects to participate in on the last
day. These projects will benefit individuals in need both domestic and internationally.
If you are interested in participating in the
many ongoing CAF domestic and international
humanitarian projects, please contact Gordon &
Susan Carter at Charityanywhere.org
or call 208-404-6304.
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MEXICO

wife, Marcee,
Boise, Idaho(home
in Eagle), Dean
Stewart, DDS and
his wife, Debbie,
Encinitas, California,
Barbara Dolan,
RDH, Buena
Vista, CO and
her husband, Don, who did a great job at sterilizing
instruments, and Carol Whitmer, RDH, British
Columbia, Canada. We also had the pleasure of
including two guest dentists, Dr. Andrea Muro,
Prosthodontist, Guadalajara, Mexico and Dr. Mario
Luna, La Penita, Mexico. It had been my desire for
years to team up with local Mexican dentists and this
year was the first time we were able to do this. It was
a pleasure to work with these dentists and the people
of the community were enthused for us to include
them. Dr. Muro will join us next January for the clinic
again.
Our efforts in the clinic were very successful. We
treated 280 children
and some were seen
on more than one day
with a total of over
350 appointments.
The people of La
Cruz have been
grateful for the work

THE PUERTO VALLARTA DENTAL
PROJECT OF THE ACADEMY OF LDS
DENTISTS
We conducted
a dental clinic
in La Cruz,
(north of Puerto
Vallarta) from
January 17-26,
2020. The clinic
was set up at the
Kid’s Club, which
is an after school community youth center. A local
group, Amigos de la Cruz, has given us a tremendous
amount of support and help the past few years.
Their volunteers help with patient screenings and in
the securing of permission slips from the children’s
parents. During the days we held the clinic, the
volunteers helped in the clinic and escorted the
children to and from their school. I cannot stress
enough how important it is to have a good support
group at the location of the clinic. Over the years
that we have held clinics in the Puerto Vallarta area,
support groups have been a big part of our success!
Our dental team for our trip to La Cruz this year
consisted of: Gordon G. Croft, DMD and his wife,
Ann, Nampa, Idaho, Don R. Cook, DDS and his
9
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THE PUERTO VALLARTA DENTAL
PROJECT OF THE ACADEMY OF
LDS DENTISTS (Continued)

HUMANITARIAN
SPOTLIGHT
Dr. Gordon Croft is
looking for a new leader
of the Puerto Vallarta
Dental Service Project.
The Academy of LDS
Dentists Puerto Vallarta Dental Service Project has
been serving the children of the Puerto Vallarta
area for 17 years. Children at the Infantil Refugio
de Santa Esperanza and The Casa Hogar Maximo
Cornejo orphanages have been served since the project first began. School children in the outlying villages of Quimixto, La Cruz, and Punta de Mita have
also been blessed with service. Mobile equipment has
been used to set up clinics in these different locations. Some equipment has been stored year around
in Puerto Vallarta. The Puerto Vallarta area is an
excellent place for families to serve together. The
weather is beautiful in January and offers families the
opportunity to play and serve together.
Please consider serving with us...For more info.
please contact:
Dr. Gordon Croft
(208) 461-3090 - gacroft@msn.com

that we have done there the past few years!
All members of the team felt joy in doing their
service. We enjoyed some relaxation and site
seeing. We also enjoyed attending one of the local
wards the two Sundays we were there.
In the last
year, I have
had many
inquiries
about serving
on the Puerto
Vallarta
Team.
Whereas
we hold
only one clinic per year, I had to regretfully tell
many dentists that our team was full for this last
trip. I do appreciate emails from those that are
interested in serving in the future and will give
info about the project when requested. Our next
trip is scheduled for Jan. 15th-24th, 2021.
-Gordon G. Croft, DMD - gacroft@msn.com

the distribution
of food packs
that will feed a
family of four for
a week, baseball
games with the
local youth where
the equipment
is donated,
along with other
experiences. These have been life changing for the
Ayuda participants, especially for the young people.
Our last trip to the Dominican Republic was during
the summer of 2019. As of the last update, Ayuda
does not have any humanitarian trips planned for
2020 but planning has begun for 2021. Please contact
Bill Maxfield, Chairman @ayuda.maxfield@gmail.
com for further information & opportunities.

2020 SERVICE OPPORTUNITY!
Our goal is to improve the quality of life of each
individual we serve. Since before 2013, Ayuda
Humanitarian has sponsored humanitarian trips to
the Dominican Republic. In 2014, we joined forces
with Louise ZoBell and her Canadian non-profit,
The Dominican Starfish Foundation. Her foundation
takes 100% of donated funds and has built over
90 cement homes for people in Puerto Plata, DR
who were previously living in dilapidated shacks
that we wouldn’t even put chickens in. She has also
built a small school and a distribution center. Our
Dominican trips, which have included a medical clinic,
have allowed for a full family humanitarian experience
for all family members to participate in an around
the dental/medical clinic as well as trips into the
community to tear down the shacks to be rebuilt into
cement homes, the painting of newly rebuilt homes,
10
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empower all the recipients to improve the quality of their
lives and better provide for their families.
What can you do to help?

GUATEMALA CITY

• Serve with us in the clinic. Providing care to the
wonderful Guatemalan children and youth will create
memories you will never forget. You will know you
have made a difference in the lives of those you serve.
There is much to experience in Guatemala if you have
time before or after your service in the clinic. We are
happy to provide an information sheet to help you
identify hotels or local guides if you are interested.

TIO JUAN DENTAL CLINIC GUATEMALA CITY
In an effort to provide
humanitarian dental
care for at-risk children
and improve access to
dental care for future and
current missionaries, the
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, in combination with a number of
local partners, built an excellent 5-chair dental clinic in
an orphanage in Guatemala City. Completed in 2009,
full-time missionary couples serve as dentists and chairside
staff. Licensed dentists are welcome to volunteer, and the
Academy of LDS Dentists contributes to the support of
the clinic.

• Donate. The clinic is entirely supported by the
generosity of donors. Supplies and equipment are
always needed and welcomed.
For further information about volunteering in or
donating to the Guatemala City Dental Clinic,
please contact us at ldsguatvols@gmail.com.

M

any of the people you
serve have a problem
– they cannot afford the
extensive dental care they need.
We have a solution – a free
solution. Dental Lifeline Network (DLN) helps people
with disabilities or who are elderly or medically fragile/
compromised and cannot afford needed dental care.
DLN is a national humanitarian organization, started
in 1985, and is a charitable affiliate of the American
Dental Association (ADA). DLN has been operating in
Utah since 2015. Last year, the Utah DLN Program
helped 76 vulnerable people receive over $160,000
worth of donated comprehensive dental care! Dentists
volunteer their time and expertise and donate treatment
in their own offices.
We are now accepting applications from people needing
comprehensive dental treatment. Please visit our website
https://dentallifeline.org/utah/ to fill out an application
online or to download a paper application. Share this
material with staff in your agency or with colleagues in
your community who may have consumers or clients in
need of dental care. We urge you to have people apply
now before our waiting list grows! Applications are
processed in the order in which they are received.
We look forward to working with you to provide dental
care to people with disabilities or who are elderly or
medically fragile/compromised in Utah.
Sincerely,
Brandon Leviton, DLN Coordinator
801.499.6504
303.534.5290 (fax)
bleviton@DentalLifeline.org

COVID 19 Update: The Clinic is temporarily on lock
down, along with the rest of us, and Elder Larry and
Sister Fisher and Elder Brian and Anita Spendlove are
back in Utah for a “Leave of Absence” from their physical
presence in Guatemala. They are serving remotely via
Teledentistry protocols to provide oral health care support
to the Mission Presidents and Mission Nurses serving in the
19 missions in Central America. The Clinic in Zone 2 is
being watched over by the Tio Juan Orphanage leadership.
With a new panoramic radiograph, new sterilizer and
vacuum system, they have assured us that all will be safe
until we get the “All Clear” signal from the Church and the
Government of Guatemala to resume operations.
There are three clinical populations served by the
Clinic:
• At-risk children, which include orphans and other
disadvantaged children.
• Future missionaries who are identified by their
priesthood leaders as needing to complete dental
work before submitting their applications. These
young men and women are anxious to serve and need
comprehensive dental care.
• Missionaries serving throughout Guatemala who
develop critical oral health needs while on their
missions.
Why is the Academy supporting this effort?
The clinic gives yet another face to the goal of caring for
the poor and needy and significantly improves the ability
of young men and women to serve full-time missions. A
life is changed with every patient that is treated. Given
the socio-economic impact of dental disease, these efforts
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR
DENTAL HUMANITARIAN SERVICE IS
AVAILABLE!

If you need financial assistance for your dental service project
or expedition, the Academy can help! By offering humanitarian
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
funds, the Academy’s mission is being fulfilled through members
30 31
to further the work of the Lord by improving dental health and
dental education throughout the world, and to help alleviate
oral pain and suffering.
Funds may be used for patient care, facility expenses, equipment
and supplies, and training/teaching materials. Travel, lodging
and meal expenses are the only exclusion. Please be current
with your yearly Academy membership dues when requesting funds and allow 30 days after approval
for disbursement of funds.
To obtain a request form go to www.academyofldsdentists.com, select service, service resources,
and then click on the request for humanitarian funds bar. Please submit the form to Tricia Tippets,
Service Coordinator, @triciatippets@gmail.com. If your request is approved, then an additional
reimbursement form will be sent to you. Once the reimbursement forms and receipts are received then
a reimbursement check will be sent to you within 30 days.
To let Academy members know how their dues and donations are being used, if your request is
approved, a 1-2 paragraph report summarizing your project and a couple of photos are requested
within 30 days following the completion of your expedition. Please email the report and photos to our
Service Coordinator. We thank you for your service.
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Save the Date!

PORTABLE DENTAL UNITS ARE AVAILABLE!
The Academy has 6 portable dental units available for rent for
your next service expedition. The units can be rented for $100/
unit for members & $150/unit for
non-members. Pickup is available at no cost and shipping is
available for $100/unit.
Please contact David Dickerson at
dr.dwd@q.com or 801-785-8500.
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